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R 
ecently, I had the privilege to see the 9/11 Memorial in 
Manhattan.  The pictures below show how the families left 
flags and flowers in the engravings of their loved one’s 
name. Also shown is the South Waterfall that has the 

1,492 names of the people who died in the South Building. 

9/11 Memorial 

By: Sydney  

Panther 
Paws Jr. 

Y 
ou may have 
noticed that 
this issue of 
The Newsie 
is pink. Oc-

tober was breast cancer 
awareness month, and 
here are some facts 
about breast cancer.  
 Breast cancer is 
a type of disease when 
cancer cells build up in 
the tissue of the breast. 
While women get 
breast cancer, it is a 
known fact that men do 
too. 
 Breast cancer is 

the second worst cancer 

in women in the US. 

The first is skin cancer. 

Each year, the estimated 

amount of women to get 

breast cancer is 200,000. 

About 40,000 of the vic-

tims will pass away 

from the disease. Ap-

proximately 1,700 men 

will be diagnosed with 

breast cancer per year, 

and 450 will pass away 

each year.  

 With such a 

widespread cancer it is 

important to raise 

awareness and work to-

ward a cure. Football 

teams and local organi-

zations support breast 

cancer research by rais-

ing money to help. The 

more people who help, 

the better chance we 

have to cure this terri-

ble disease. 

Help for today…
Hope for 

tomorrow. 

By: Nicolette 

Maud Dahme: A Hidden Child Shares Her Story 

By: Alana, Reagan & Danielle 

O 
n Tuesday, October 17, the Midland Park High School students from grades 7-9 
had the opportunity to meet a Holocaust survivor, Ms. Maud Dahme. Maud shared 
her moving tale about her three years in hiding during the Holocaust.      
             Born in the Netherlands, Maud’s family was Jewish. Even though Holland 

was neutral, Hitler’s army invaded. Maud and her younger sister were sent into hiding to live 
with a Catholic family  on their farm. For three years, Maud pretended to be the niece of the 
family who was hiding her, until the war was over.  
 Maud described the every day struggles of hiding: not being able to go to school, hav-

ing to memorize her cover story, and constantly worrying 
about staying alive. She also told of the constant dangers 
she faced: planes dropping bombs around her home and Na-
zis intruding without notice. 
 Perhaps the most touching story was Maud’s recol-
lection of a glimpse of kindness from a few Nazi soldiers. As 
Maud was bringing food to a fellow Jew in hiding, she had 
been spotted by guards. She remembers feeling that would 
be shot, but instead the soldiers let her pass. 
             Thanks to Maud Dahme, students at Midland Park 
High School heard a first-hand account of the tragic events 
of the past. Her message was about kindness. People were 
brave and selfless enough to risk their own safety to protect 
others. Her main point was to teach us not to repeat these 
mistakes, and to be aware that terrible genocides are still 
occurring in the world today. She encouraged our genera-
tion to strive for world peace. 
 We thank Maud Dhame for taking the time to 

share her story with us. Her words were powerful and her presence at our school was greatly 
appreciated. 

I 
 was happy to hear that I was voted eighth grade president here at the Midland Park Mid-

dle School. At the first student government meeting of the year, I got to understand the 

format of the meetings and what to expect in future gatherings. I mentioned a few of the 

many ideas I had been brainstorming over the past couple of weeks in preparation for my 

campaign. I am looking forward to helping to create a better learning environment for all of us, 

and to hold several fun events for the middle school. I plan to bring all of the important informa-

tion from our meetings straight to you! Make sure to keep checking for updates that will be fea-

tured in this article and for all of our upcoming events. 

 For starters, the Middle School Student Council is excited to announce our first event of 

the year: Movie in the Park! On a Friday night in December, middle school students will assem-

ble in the media center to enjoy a holiday-themed film. You just have to bring your pajamas and 

pillows, and the Student Council will bring the popcorn!  Stay tuned for more information! 

From the President’s Desk 

By: Sean  



 
ensure this by annually  
holding The Hunger 
Games, a televised killing 
contest in which 24 tributes 
fight to the death. Circum 
 

M 
urder? Love? 
Downfall? 
All in one 
book? Yes, 
The Hunger 

Games by Suzanne Collins 
offers a new reading experi-
ence that has captured the 
attention of millions of 
readers. The story starts 
with Katniss Everdeen, a 
sixteen-year-old girl who 
lives with her mother and 
her sister Primrose, whom 
she loves more than anyone 
else. The world is con-
trolled by the cursed Capi-
tol, which makes sure life in 
the districts never  
gets too comfortable. They  
 

 
stances force Katniss into 
the arena where she must  
fight for her life, deal with 
love, and try to break free of 
the Capitol’s grasp. Will she 
succeed? 

I thoroughly en-
joyed this book and highly 
recommend it. With all of 
its twists and turns I could-
n’t put it down! Also, this 
thrilling novel will be com-
ing to the big screen on 
March 23rd of this year. The 
Hunger Games have offi-
cially begun!  Be sure to 
read this first novel, and 
then check out the rest of 
the trilogy! 
 

Hooray for the The Hunger Games 
By: Caitlin  

Must 
Downloads 

Mistletoe 
 Justin Bieber 

Someone Like You 
Adele  

We Found Love 
Rihanna 

    Pumped Kicks-
Foster the People 

Nothing But the Beat 
David Guetta 

M 
arching, 
music, and 
shows from 
Sesame 
Street to 

Wicked. Do I have your 
attention yet? If you are 
wondering what these all 
have in common, then you 
may have missed a great 
event: Midland Park’s Mu-
sic In The Park XIV! This 
is MPHS’s annual march-
ing band competition.  
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Marching bands 

from all over the Bergen 
and Passaic County areas 
come to perform their 
show and compete. Bands 
that competed this year 
included the Westwood 
Regional Jr./Sr. High 

School Marching Band, per-
forming their show, Sesame 
Street, the Indian Hills High 
School Marching Band, per-
forming Traveling The Hills, 
the Hackensack High School 
Marching Band, performing 
Wicked, and the Paramus 
High School Marching Band, 
performing Cine-Magic.  
 Of course, consider-
ing we were the host band of 
the event, our Marching 
Band performed a show as 
well! Fire and Flight, a collec-
tion of three songs from Igor 
Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite, 
and music from the movie-
How To Train Your Dragon. 
After our exhibition, Latin 
Express, a branch of the fa-
mous Caballeros Band, per-
formed and invited the 
marching bands’ officers to 
play two songs with them. 
Finally, the awards ceremony 
was held, and Paramus High 
School was honored with the  
top award.  

Midland Park’s Mu-
sic in the Park XIV proved to 
be a day of great music, 
weather, and company, so be 
sure to see the entire event 
yourself at next year’s show! 

Music in the Park 
By: Rebekah 

T 
he shutter is 

the device on 

the camera that 

opens and 

closes that you can control. 

Shutter speed is a setting on 

your camera which controls 

the length of time the shut-

ter is open, allowing light 

through the lens to the sen-

sor inside your camera. The 

shutter speed on the camera 

usually doubles with each 

setting. Some choices you 

may have on your camera 

are 1/500, 1/250, 1/125, 

1/60, 1/30, 1/15, 1/8 and 

so on.  Some cameras also 

give you the choice of 

slower shutter speed. They 

are not fractions of seconds, 

but are measured in full sec-

onds (for example 1 second, 

10 seconds, 30 seconds etc.). 

Using different shutter 

speeds can make a big differ-

ence in the outcome of your 

photos. Try it out the next 

time you’re taking pictures 

to try to 

create 

your 

own 

master-

piece! 

Shutter Speed  

By: Sydney  

Special Thanks to Danielle’s dad for printing this edition in color! 

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/D/device.html
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/S/shutter.html
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S 
pirit Week was held from Sep-

tember 26th to the 30th this 

year and proved to be an ex-

citing event for the entire 

school. Most students eagerly partici-

pated in the daily activities. On Mon-

day students dressed as a friend’s twin 

for the day. Tuesday was called Fash-

ion Disaster— everyone wore their 

craziest outfits. Wednesday was Class 

Color Wars, so the 8th grade wore red 

to oppose the 7th grade’s yellow. 

Thursday was Role Reversal: students 

dressed as teachers, while educators 

dressed down as their scholars; a wel-

come 

change for 

the teachers, 

but I’m not 

sure the stu-

dents could 

do that every day. Finally, Friday was 

all about school spirit, so everyone 

dressed in green and white! At the pep 

rally, the winners were announced and 

Mr. Anderson’s homeroom took the 

competition by storm! As a new teacher 

he showed a lot of spirit for the school 

and dominated all of the other home-

rooms. Ms. Gordon revealed that 96% 

of his students dressed for the theme 

each day of the week. When asked 

about his students showing the most 

school spirit, and earning a bagel 

breakfast, Mr. Anderson noted, 

“Nothing tastes better than free food… 

except victory!” Good luck to everyone 

next year— Mr. Anderson’s will be the 

homeroom to beat I’m sure.  

Got Spirit? 
By: Rose 

Nothing tastes bet-
ter than free food… 
except victory! 
 -Mr. Anderson 

For all of you who came to see me at Highland 
School for the Harvest Festival, I hope you en-
joyed my performance. I am currently working 
on a Fantasia act that will be completed by 
April 2012. It will also include an updated ver-
sion of the original three-minute Disney act 
that I performed at the 2008 Highland School 
Talent Show. I hope you are looking forward to 
seeing the completed project next year.  
As for my monthly column, I plan to discuss 

how different aspects of magic can help you in 

your everyday life. First, up social networking! 

Below is a list of skills all great magicians must 

master, and they can help you too! 

 Eye contact, voice projection, and acting 
are the most important skills for magicians to 
master—you have to be able to captivate your 
audience with your tricks and attitude. In a 
classroom setting and when presenting all 
three of these skills come into play 

 Leadership while working with your crew 
proves vital—and great leadership skills are a 
necessity in finding a good job. 

 In some cases, magicians don’t have to 
speak all the time on stage, as they perform 
silently to music or narration—Pantomiming 
and being extra expressive can enforce what 
you’re saying to make it more understandable 
to your everyday listeners. 

 Magicians thrive on audience participation, 
and know they can’t embarrass their helpful 
volunteers. You also need to treat others with 
respect at all times! 

 Magicians must keep secrets—they are the 
foundation of the art!  When a friend tells you 
something privately, it is important to keep it 
that way. 
Magicians’ main goal is not to show people 
their tricks, but to entertain. Use your social 
abilities to brighten others’ day with a laugh. 
Magic has helped me strengthen my social 

skills with other people and I hope it may do 

the same for you. 

Get A-Head with Sean 
By: Sean  



 
Reagan: “What is your moti-
vation for visiting so many 
schools and sharing your 
story? What other types of 
speaking events have you 
done?” 
 
Dahme: “It is very important 
to share my story and let stu-
dents know about the past and 
how people cared, and how 
people were risking their lives 
to hide Jews. I’ve done inter-
views in different languages 
such as German and Dutch. In 
fact, genocides are still hap-
pening right now in the world. 
I want to share my story so 
we may eventually put an end 
to such tragedies.” 
 
Reagan: “Have you traveled 
back to your homeland? Has 
your family visited your 

homeland with you?” 
 
Dahme: “I travel back 
to the Netherlands at 
least once a year. Even 
though I haven’t been 
there for so long, it 
always feels like home. 
My family has visited 
as well.” 
 
 

 

EXCLUSIVE! 

A 
t the end 

of our in-

terview, 

Maud 

Dahme 

gave us a closer look at the 

book entitle In Memoriam that 

she spoke about near the end 

of her speech. The book is a 

collection of every single Jew-

ish victim from the Nether-

lands who died during the 

Holocaust. Maud Dahme 

showed us the inside of the 

text and how small the font 

was even though it was a huge 

book. She showed us where 

her family was and explained 

that nearly two pages were 

filled with her family mem-

bers’ names. 

T 
he Newsie team 
was lucky 
enough to sit 
down with Maud 

Dahme before she spoke to 
the school. Here is an exclu-
sive look into the mind of an 
amazing woman. 
 
Danielle: “Your family must 
be so proud of you. Are there 
any stories you have of your 
kids or grandkids being 
proud of their grandmother?” 
 
Maud Dahme: “All of my 
kids and grandkids are very 
proud of me, but my grand-
children are more proud than 
my children. In fact, when 
my documentary came out on 
DVD, my twin daughters 
were in high school. One of 
their teachers actually 
wanted to show the class the 
movie and have me 
come into their class 
and speak about it. 
My two daughters 
didn’t want me to 
come because I did-
n’t know that they 
were in the same 
class, but if I went 
to their school, I 
would find out, and 
I did!” 
 
Danielle: “How do 
your family, friends, 
kids, and grandkids 
react to your amaz-
ing story?” 
 
Dahme: “My children had a 
positive reaction and my 
friends were very surprised.” 
 
Alana: “Why did you decide 
to move to the USA? What 
did you hope to find or gain 
by leaving your homeland?” 
 
Dahme: “It was actually my 
parents’ decision to move to 
the USA in 1950. I hated liv-
ing in the USA at first, but 
we had to because there were 
too many memories of the 
war in the Netherlands.” 
 
Alana: “What was your inspi-
ration and motivation for 
becoming the State Board of 
Education President?” 
 

Dahme: “I was very interested in pub-
lic education and was actually elected 
the State Board of Education President! 
I was deprived of a formal education 
when I was growing up, so I under-
stand its incredible importance.” 
 
Danielle: “What differences have you 
noticed between the USA when you 
came here originally and the USA to-
day?” 
 
Dahme: “I couldn’t speak English 
when I first came here, so I usually 
went to movie theaters everyday and  
watched whatever was playing. It was 
actually only 25 cents! The USA has 
changed so much and in so many differ-
ent ways since when I first came here.” 
 
Alana: “Is your faith still strong to this 
day having survived such a terrible ex-
perience? We read that you are both 
Christian and Jewish, could you explain 
how this happened?” 

 
Dahme: “Yes my faith is very strong. I 
grew up in a very Orthodox Jewish 
home. I stayed with strong Christian 
people while I was in hiding, so when 
the war was over, I actually had to be 
told that I was Jewish!” 
 
Reagan: “Have you met other survi-
vors or hidden children? If so, what is it 
like sharing something so terrible that 
happened with others who might have 
had similar experiences?” 
 
Dahme: “I have met many other survi-
vors and it’s interesting to hear every-
one’s stories because everyone has a 
different story.” 

Interviewing Maud Dahme 

By: Alana, Reagan & Danielle 

Reagan, Alana, Maud Dahme, Danielle, 

and Mr. Anderson after they interviewed 

Maud Dahme. 


